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       Approved:  February 14, 2007 
Minutes – KHPA Board Meeting of January 23, 2007, 1:00 pm, Hotel Eldridge, Lawrence KS 

 
Board Members Absent:  

� Dr. Ray Davis 
� Arneatha Martin 

All Remaining Board Members Present 
Board Staff Present:  

� Dr. Marcia J. Nielsen, Executive Director 
� Dr. Andrew Allison, Deputy Director 

Legal Counsel Present 
� H. Philip Elwood 

 
Call to Order – Welcome by Connie Hubbell, Board Ch air 
Chair Hubbell called the meeting to order, introduced SRS Acting Secretary Don Jordan, and reviewed the agenda.   
 
Review and Approval of Minutes.  The minutes from the December 12, 2006, KHPA Board meeting had been previously 
distributed and reviewed by the Board members. 
 ACTION:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve these minutes as printed. 
 
Review of KHPA Board Decisions.  Chair Hubbell summarized the recommendations made in response to the request 
made by Governor Sebelius for the KHPA Board to create a Task Force to oversee the proposal for universal care for all 
Kansans.  

1. Chair Hubbell reported that, as Board Chair, she recommended that the Board supports the Governor’s request 
and that the new Steering Committee will be called “Health For All Kansans”. 

2. She recommended that membership should include four current KHPA Board members, two ex-officio members, 
one at-large member, the KHPA Executive Director, and four legislators (two from each chamber).  It is 
recommended that the legislative leadership appoint the leaders of their health care task forces to serve on this 
Committee. 

3. The Committee will be tasked to build a collaborative process for possible legislation this year focused on 
promoting health and affordable health care. 

4. It was suggested that members initially meet via teleconference on a weekly basis, with its first meeting to take 
place within the next two weeks. 

Because this was a formal recommendation by the Board Chair, no Board vote was necessary. 
 
 
Report by Dr. Marcia Nielsen, KHPA Executive Direct or 
Distribution of the KHPA 2007 Annual Legislative Report.  Copies of the annual legislative report were distributed and 
reviewed.  This report includes a review of 2006 KHPA programs, a list of the approved Health Indicators, 
recommendations on the transfer of additional programs to KHPA, information on current expenditures, and the priorities 
for 2007 KHPA programs.  This report is mandated by statute; and copies will be distributed to the legislative committees 
in February 2007. 
  
Final Review of Health Indicators.  Copies of the final Health Indicators were distributed, which included the six Vision 
Principles as well as five indicators listed under each Vision Principle.  It also included a list of “crossover” program areas 
within the Departments of Social and Rehabilitation Services, Health and Environment, Aging, and Insurance.  Plans are 
being made for the development of an assessment and measurement tool for these indicators, to be reviewed at an 



 

 

upcoming KHPA Board meeting.  Copies of this information will be made available to the 2007 legislature as mandated by 
statute. 
 
KHPA Advisory Councils.  Over 100 nominees have been submitted for membership to the three Advisory Councils 
(Consumer, Provider, Purchaser).  These nominees information will be reviewed by the KHPA Executive Committee. 
ACTION:   A recommended list of Council members will be reviewed at the February 20th KHPA Board Meeting. 
It was recommended that the initial term of membership be a minimum of two years and maximum of three years.  A draft 
Charter was briefly reviewed which outlined the councils’ role, structure, meeting logistics, Board presentations, and 
reimbursement of meeting expenses. 
 
Legislative Study – Stem Cell.  Dr. Nielsen reminded the Board members that copies of this study had been sent to them 
for review earlier in January and that final copies will be distributed to the Legislative Coordinating Council (LCC) upon 
request. 
 
Report by Dr. Andrew Allison, Deputy Executive Dire ctor and Acting Director of Medicaid and HealthWave  
Programs 
Status of Medicaid Managed Care Transition.  The transition of the new Medicaid Managed Care contracts to UniCare and 
Children’s Mercy Hospital/Family Health Partners is now into the third week and is going very well.  There was an issue 
surrounding a number of specific mental health medications currently approved for use by children that had been 
incorrectly entered into the pharmacy system for use by individuals over 18 years of age; this problem is being addressed. 
 The second issue related to concerns raised by the Kansas Optometrists Association; on-going discussions are being 
held to address these concerns. 
 
Impact of New Citizenship and Identity Requirements for Medicaid Eligibility and Enrollment.  Copies of an updated Fact 
Sheet on this issue were distributed.  The situation relating to these new requirements is still very critical in terms of: 

1. the numbers of individuals who have lost their benefits (between 18,000 and 20,000 in the past six months) 
2. numbers of individuals waiting to enroll in the program due to backlog (approximately 16,000) 
3. continued increase of workload at the Kansas Family Medical Clearinghouse 
4. the need for additional staffing at the Clearinghouse in order to meet this increased volume 

Plans are being made for Dr. Marcia Nielsen and Dr. Andy Allison to meet with the Congressional delegation in February 
2007 to recommend a Congressional review of this legislation. 
 
Draft Legislative Study:  Massachusetts Commonwealth Health Insurance Connector Program.  Copies of this draft 
legislative study were distributed and reviewed.  This study summarized the key elements to the passage of the 
Massachusetts universal health coverage law which was enacted in 2006, described the “Connector” model, explained the 
two health insurance plans offered through the Connector, and detailed the feasibility of replicating a similar plan in 
Kansas.  KHPA staff concluded with this report that: 

1. there is currently a supportive climate for further policy initiatives to reduce the number of uninsured Kansans. 
2. the majority of uninsured in Kansas are low-wage full-time workers employed in small businesses. 
3. small employers struggle to find affordable health insurance for their employees. 
4. an entity such as the Massachusetts Health Connector which serves as a clearinghouse would facilitate access to 

health insurance products by small employers and individuals. 
5. the Kansas Business Health Policy Committee currently exists and could assume a similar role as the Connector. 

ACTION:   It was requested that additional clarification be included in this report relating to the federal poverty level (FPL) 
amounts.  After this additional information has been included, final copies of this report will be distributed to the legislative 
committees by February 1, 2007. 
 
 
Report by Scott Brunner, Chief Financial Officer 
Review of KHPA FY 2007 Expenditure Report.  Copies of the FY expenditure report were reviewed with the Board 
members which outlined expenditures through December 2006 in Assistance, Administration, Funding, and State 
Employees Health Benefits program.   
ACTION:   Motion was made, seconded, and passed to adopt the December KHPA financial report. 
 
Review of KHPA Contracts - $10 million or more.  Additional work is needed on this list and will be reviewed by the KHPA 
Financial Committee prior to the full Board’s review at a March or April meeting. 
 
 
Public Comment.   
Dr. Ira Stamm was unable to attend but, prior to the meeting, made available copies of his written comments relating to 



 

 

“Transformation and Change in American Healthcare”.  Each Board member received a copy of these comments.  
 
Adjournment. 
 
Next Meeting.  The KHPA Board will meet on Tuesday, February 20, 2007, at 8:30 to 3:30 at the Eisenhower State Office 
Building, 701 Harrison, 4th Floor, West Wing Conference Room, Topeka KS. 
 
Agenda Items for February KHPA Board Meeting. 

a. Review of final membership to Advisory Councils – Dr. Marcia Nielsen 
b. Presentation on State Employees Health Benefits and Plan Purchasing – LJ Frederickson, Director 
c. Report on the Disproportionate Share for Hospitals (DSH) – Dr. Andrew Allison 
d. Presentation on Project InfoLinks – Dr. Howard Rodenberg 
e. Update on Healthe Mid America Pilot Project (either February or March Board meeting) 
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